
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fair Attribution Guidelines for Technical and Specialist 
Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May 2026 

Reference v5 



 

 
Page 2 of 6 

 
The following guidelines were developed as part of the University’s response to the 
Technician Commitment, as part of a national response across the sector.  
 
These guidelines have been developed by the CamTechs Technician development team in 
collaboration with the Technician Agenda Steering & Technician Commitment Working groups. 
These guidelines have also been endorsed by the University Research Culture Steering 
Committee and are issued as institutional guidance. 
 
The University recognises the importance of technicians, equipment, and facilities in 
conducting research. Users of facilities and services will interact with technicians either 
during the development of items related to experiments, the preparation of materials, 
training on equipment, running of routine samples, or during experimental design and 
analysis of results. It is only fair that the contribution of technicians and facilities to a 
user's research is attributed in the appropriate manner. Best practice also highlights that 
payment for a service is not a substitution for a formal acknowledgement. 
 
Where appropriate, we expect research active academic staff to follow these guidelines. We also 
expect that Post-Doctoral Research Assistants and PhD students agree to follow the fair 
attribution guidelines below, with their supervisors, in advance of conducting their experiments.  
 
There are five distinct cases in which facilities and services are used*: 
 
 1. User led experiments within the University, with initial training by technicians. 
 
 2. Technician support in experimental design and/or data acquisition and/or data 
interpretation and analysis. 
 
 3. Collaboration with external users in which technicians support experimental design 
and/or data acquisition, and/or data interpretation. 
 
 4. Occasional use, to obtain data for a simple experiment, where technicians perform 
routine characterisation, sending data to the user to analyse.  
 
 5. The preparation of items or materials used during experiments. 
 
For all five cases, we anticipate that publications and reports will include the following 
acknowledgement statement: "The Authors acknowledge use of [insert equipment or service 
used] provided by [insert team or department name], University of Cambridge."  
 
In cases (2) and (3) the research has required intellectual contributions from one or more 
technicians or specialist staff. Technicians/Specialist staff should be included in the author list 
when their contribution meets established authorship criteria, any deviation due to journal specific 
constraints should be transparently justified. 
 

https://www.technicians.admin.cam.ac.uk/technician-commitment
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In case (4) the technicians or specialist staff assisting with the experiment should be 
acknowledged by name: 
 
 "The Authors would like to acknowledge the help of [insert name] and the use of [insert service or 
characterisation facilities] within the [insert team or department name] at University of 
Cambridge."  
In situations where a technician or other specialist staff member feels that they have contributed 
to the work, or a researcher wishes to engage the support of a staff member; a discussion should 
be initiated with the researcher on what would be fair attribution in this instance. If the work is 
published and fair attribution is not followed, the technician/specialist should raise this with their 
line manager in the first instance or higher if appropriate to the situation. Further information can 
be found in the supporting document: Technical Staff: Statement of Expectations. 
 
 
*The RMS Core Facilities Publication Policy is already in use within the University and can be 
found in the appendix. This document provides extra guidance for acknowledging grants which 
have funded instruments. It also defines levels of support and assistance and can be used in 
conjunction with these guidelines. 
 
 
Creative content 
 
There are many technical roles in the University that produce materials or provide services that 
may not be acknowledgeable in research papers. Examples may include digital content 
subsequently used in communications or support from teaching technicians. We would encourage 
this work to be credited where possible, especially if materials produced are publicly viewable and 
available. 
 
Key Principles 
 
1. Discuss attribution at the start of every research project and update throughout. 
2. Use a decision framework to classify contributions (see attribution table). 
3. Encourage staff to maintain ORCID profiles and list publications. 
4. Co-authors meet the ICMJE authorship criteria. 
5. All acknowledgements must be approved by the individuals named. 
6. Where uncertainty exists, consult your line manager, supervisor, or research integrity advisor. 
 
 
Institutional Good Practice 
 
Supervisors should embed attribution discussions into project planning. PIs should include 
technicians in funding applications where appropriate. Annual SRDs should include questions 
about contributions to published outputs. These guidelines apply to all research staff, PhD 
students, and collaborators at the University of Cambridge. 
 
 

https://www.technicians.admin.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/rpc_statement_of_expectations_jan26.pdf
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Appendix 1 
 
The Royal Microscopical Society (RMS) Core Facilities Publication Policy is already in use within 
the University. A supplementary graphic is added below for reference. 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.rms.org.uk/library/core-facilities-publication-policy.html
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Appendix 2 
 
Research culture Community event 2025 highlighting fair attribution workshop poster and 
recommendations/feedback.  

https://universityofcambridgecloud.sharepoint.com/sites/HR_ResearchCultureCambridge/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FHR%5FResearchCultureCambridge%2FShared%20Documents%2FPublic%2FPosters%5FCommunityEvent%5FMay6th2025%2FFairAttribution%5FPoster%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FHR%5FResearchCultureCambridge%2FShared%20Documents%2FPublic%2FPosters%5FCommunityEvent%5FMay6th2025

